
------------------------------------------ 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY 

------------------------------------------ 
Regular Meeting of the City Council  

September 11, 2013 – 7:00 P.M. – Council Chambers    
 

ROLL CALL:  Present: Mayor Mike Anderson, Councilmembers: Kevin Loy, Tony 
Splane, Tom Storrs, Hugh Galbraith, Rick Lemley and Brett Sandström. Staff:  Recorder 
Brue, Finance Director Nelson, City Supervisor/Attorney Berg, Public Works Director 
Freiberger, Asst. Fire Chief Olson and Police Chief Wood.   
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Anderson.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Mayor Anderson gave a remembrance of the 12th anniversary of 9/11 and the 1st 
anniversary of the attack at Bengazi.   
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to excuse Councilmember Wagoner from the meeting.  
Seconded by Councilmember Sandström.  Motion carried (6-0).   
 
Consent Calendar 
 

• Approval of Agenda 

• Minutes from Previous Meeting ( Includes Worksession Minutes of Setpember 
4, 2013) 

• Finance  
o Claim Checks #77553 to #77640 in the amount of $215,090.31   
o Payroll Checks #56415 to #56526 in the amount of $267,918.01  

•  Interlocal Cooperative Agreement with Skagit County for Library Services – 
2013  

• Skagit County District Court Probation Contract – 2014-2016 

• Request for Approval of Grant Agreement – FY 2013 – 2015 Biennial 
Municipal Stormwater Capacity Grant Funding Agreement  

 
Councilmember Storrs moved to approve the consent calendar Items A through F.  
Seconded by Councilmember Lemley   Councilmember Lemley abstained from Check 
#77591 payable to JJ’s Cruisers, due to his involvement with the organization.  Motion 
carried (6-0).   
 
Public Comment  
 
No comment received.   
 
 
 



 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
Interlocal Agreement for the Emergency Management Council  
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg reviewed the proposed Interlocal agreement for the 
Emergency Management Council.  He noted changes are underlined in red and include an 
increase in the number of meetings, references to state law, designation of a non- elected 
representative in place of the absence of a regular member, the addition of the Sauk-
Suiattle Tribal Police representative to the Law Enforcement Technical Committee, 
inventory, and indemnification.  
 
Mayor Anderson commented on the importance of meeting more frequently.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding rate structure, potential increase in the next budget year, 
control of funding, quorum, history of dispatch and the fire districts role as customers.  
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to approve the proposed amended interlocal agreement 
regarding the Emergency Management Council. Seconded by Councilmember Lemley.  
Motion carried (5-1, Councilmember Splane opposed).    
 
NEW BUSINESS  

 
Sedro-Woolley Police Department Office Hours  
 
Police Chief Wood addressed a previous discussion at the last worksession regarding the 
number of calls, types of calls and additional work as a result of the calls. Chief Wood 
also addressed the loss of several key positions over the last few years and requested a 
modification in the office hours for the Police Department as a method to try to alleviate 
work on the records and evidence clerks.  He noted the change in office house would 
enable the clerks to be able to be more productive without interruptions.  The 
recommended business hours would be from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.    
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg requested Council consideration as a trial basis through 
the end of the year.   
 
Council discussion ensued regarding work productivity being interrupted, no change for 
emergencies via access of a phone, process being an administrative change,   reevaluation 
at the end of the year and possible impacts to the Finance and Planning Departments.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  

 
Fire Chief Klinger – reported the annual pump tests are beginning Monday at Station 2.  
He also reported he has been contacted by the Washington Survey and Rating Bureau for 
a re-evaluation.  Chief Klinger noted the department has received the packet and has 
started to fill it out.  A date will be scheduled for the inspection.  He also noted the 



current city rating is a Class 5 with the last rating completed in 1996 and discussed the 
changes in the rating schedule which include the water system consisting of 40%. Other 
areas considered are training, certifications and equipment.  He noted that Fire Insurance 
rates are based off of the fire rating and the inspection will take approximately 3 to 4 
weeks.   
 
Public Works Director Freiberger – presented an update on the Cook road project, noting 
the contractor is on schedule.  He noted modifications to signage to help the businesses in 
that area.  Freiberger also reported that PSE has completed the last of the night time 
closures.  He reminded Council of the change order authority which is summarized on his 
written report.  Freiberger updated Council on the SR 9 project, noting the project is 
getting back on schedule.  He addressed change order #2 for the project which granted 
additional work days.  He also reported that the on call fence contractor has completed 
the work at Hammer Heritage Square and the 2013 Sanitary Sewer project pre 
construction conference is scheduled for tomorrow.  Freiberger reported that city crews 
have been busy working on the Bingham Park modifications.   
 
Councilmember Sandström brought to Freiberger’s attention an unusually long delay in 
the railroad crossing arm at State and Trail. Mayor Anderson concurred with the length of 
time.  Public Works Director Freiberger noted he will check into the situation.     
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg – reported that Councilmember Wagoner expects to be 
back for the next meeting.  He also announced a number of Personnel changes with the 
promotion of Nathan Salsiena to Public Works Supervisor and Cliff Hodgins promoted to 
a Public Works III as a lead in the Solid Waste Department.  Berg also reviewed current 
openings for a Public Works II position at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  A Public 
Works II Temporary position has been filled by Travis Wood who will be the lead 
construction worker at Bingham Park.  Bids will be sent out soon for a new police patrol 
car, noting this will be the first police car purchased with the voter approved sales tax.  
Berg announced effective January 1st AWC Benefit Trust will no longer be purchasing 
insurance through Regence.  They will become a self-insured operation.  More 
information will follow as it becomes available. He also pointed out a memo from John 
Coleman regarding marijuana.  The memo questions whether the Planning Department 
should consider changes to zoning code.  Some discussion ensued with the consensus to 
have it as a worksession topic in near future.   
 
Finance Director Nelson  – announced the 2014 budget call has been sent to the 
departments and are due September 23rd.  She also noted the audit team will be arriving 
on September 23rd.  They will be conducting a financial audit only and anticipate it to 
take 1-2 weeks.  Nelson also stated staff is in the final stages of referenced checking and 
evaluation of the accounting software proposals.    
 
Councilmember Loy – announced the upcoming Skate Board Challenge to be held 
Saturday, September 14th.  The event is sponsored by the Sedro-Woolley Parks and 
Recreation Department, Sedro-Woolley Rotary, Hidden Wave Board Shop and Lib Tech.    
 



Councilmember Storrs – commented that he noticed while on a family vacation that 
Leavenworth has the same issues with diagonal parking.  It appears to be a universal 
problem.   
 
Councilmember Galbraith – commented that with the restart of school and the road 
projects traffic seems to be running smoothly.  He gave credit to the contractors and city 
with the way things are set up.     
 
Councilmember Lemley – commented on the number of skate boarders and bikes riding 
on the sidewalks.  He requested signage be reviewed.  He also announced the upcoming 
Founders Day activities including the Bank Robbery reenactment on Saturday and Car 
Show and BBQ at Riverfront Park on Sunday.    
 
Councilmember Sandström – made note that it is the 99th anniversary of the shootout.   
 
Councilmember Galbraith moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilmember Lemley.  
Motion carried (6-0).   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:57 P.M.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


