
------------------------------------------ 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY 

------------------------------------------ 
Regular Meeting of the City Council  

January 9, 2013  – 7:00 P.M. – Council Chambers    
 

ROLL CALL:  Present: Mayor Mike Anderson; Councilmembers: Kevin Loy, Tony 
Splane, Tom Storrs, Keith Wagoner, Hugh Galbraith, Rick Lemley and Brett Sandström. 
Staff:  Recorder Brue, City Supervisor/Attorney Berg, Public Works Director Freiberger, 
Planning Director Coleman, Fire Chief Klinger and Police Chief Wood.   
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Anderson.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Consent Calendar  
 

• Approval of Agenda 

• Minutes from Previous Meeting  

• Finance  
o Claim Checks #75887 to #75954 in the amount of $116,409.66 (Void 

Check #75920)  
o Claim Checks #75955 to #75970 in the amount of $45,326.39   
o Payroll Checks #54688 to #54791 in the amount of $256,758.07  

• Council Committee Assignments 2013  

• Civil Service Commission Re-Appointments  

• Planning Commission Re-Appointments  

• Employment Contracts  

• HRA VEBA Revision  

• Proposed Washington State Fluorescent Light Stewardship Program 
Collection Agreement  

• Interlocal Agreement for Library Services with City of Mount Vernon   
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to approve the consent calendar A through J.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Wagoner.  Motion carried (7-0).   
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg arrived at 7:02 P.M.   
 
Sedro-Woolley Riding Club Presentation  
 
Doug Wood – Vice President of the Sedro-Woolley Riding Club thanked the Council for 
the Hotel/Motel tax given to the group and introduced Lindsey Tonkin 2012 Rodeo 
Queen and Shelby Hurley, 2013 Rodeo Queen.  Queen Lindsey thanked the Council for 
their support to the Riding Club and showed a pictorial slide show of her year as queen.   
 
 



Public Comment  
 
Kris Dodge – manager of Three Rivers Inn, 210 Ball Street, expressed her thoughts 
regarding the TPA tax.  She stated she has polled several of the contractors and 
companies that patronize the Inn and all were against the additional room tax.  She noted 
that most of the construction workers who stay at the Inn do not receive per diem from 
their companies and the additional $2.00 would cause them to look elsewhere for 
lodging.  Loss of the construction workers would result in a loss of revenue and possible 
layoffs of staff.  She also noted their 80% occupancy is primarily from the construction 
workers.  Dodge stated she is a lifelong resident of Sedro-Woolley and does not see the 
TPA tax as a benefit to the City.  She encouraged Council to not put the TPA tax into 
place.   
 
Nav Narwell – owner of Three Rivers Inn addressed the Council regarding his opposition 
to the $2.00 TPA tax and requested Council reconsider their decision.  He noted the 
hardship on a small business with increased taxes and referenced a letter he had sent to 
the Councilmembers.  He spoke of trying to maintain the Inn to a certain standard with 
continued upgrades to the business which has helped to increase business.  He stated he 
would rather give the additional increase to the employees who help make the business.  
Narwell also addressed examples and references used during the presentation by the TPA 
supporters to Snohomish County as comparisons. He noted that several hotels in 
Snohomish County are having difficulties.  Narwell addressed the rate structures through 
internet sites such as  Expedia, Orbitz and Priceline.com and requested Council to not 
implement the TPA tax.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
Skagit County Jail Discussion  
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg reviewed the expectation of voting at the next 
Coordinating Council meeting and requested Council direction on the following:   
 

1. Do you support a full or partial voter-approved bond issue to finance all or part of 
the capital cost of the jail?  

2. Do you support a collective 0.3% sales tax with an interlocal agreement 
specifying that 0.1% will be distributed consistent with the statutory 85/15 
distribution formula? And;  

3. Do you support a pooling of the balance of the 0.3% sales tax revenue (over and 
above the first 0.1% within the cities) to be committed to the jail project, with an 
interlocal agreement among the cities and county to ensure space, bed rate 
formulas, governance, pooling of sales and use tax, etc., for the life of the facility?  

 
He also reported on a recent presentation to the Coordinating Council from Ed Campbell, 
Director of the Yakima County Jail regarding their interest in having offenders from 
Skagit County be outsourced to their jail.  Berg highlighted the presentation which 
reviewed their facility and programs as well as questions and concerns regarding 



transporting inmates back and forth, video conferencing, bed rates, convenience factor 
and attorney/client communications.  
 
Berg referenced item three and noted that there is no scenario to be able to fund an 
expansion of jail operations under current dollars.   
 
Councilmember Wagoner who also sits on the Coordinating Council addressed the 
variety of programs that are offered within the Yakima facility.  He also noted that bond 
issues are voter’s choice.   
 
Berg requested direction on the 0.3% tax increase as to whether the Council would 
support question three even going on the ballot.    
 
A lengthy Council discussion ensued regarding outsourcing, length of contracts with 
Yakima, statistics for bed capacity, bed capacity for the life of the bond, expanded 
information and research of the Yakima facility, sales tax being a necessary component to 
an expanded capacity, medical issues costs and privatization of jail management. The 
Council consensus was to support a voter approved 0.3% sales tax for operations and to 
further explore outsourcing before committing to a bond vote.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  

 

Farm Lease Agreement  
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg reviewed the outcome of the Council’s request to publish 
an RFP for a farm land lease.  He noted that two proposals were received and 
recommended approval to the high bidder, Norm Nelson, Sterling Hill Potatoes.  The 
lease would be for both parcels of property.  Berg recommended that the funds received 
from the lease of the River Road property be put towards the Stormwater loan and the 
funds for the Rhodes Road property be put towards the Houser Playfield property 
payment.  
 
Councilmember Wagoner moved to approve the attached lease agreement with Sterling 
Hill Potatoes.  Seconded by Councilmember Splane.   
 
Councilmember Sandström expressed concern on behalf of Loggerodo of the impact of 
parking in that area and the fireworks show in reference to the lease of the property.  City 
Supervisor/Attorney reviewed the map within the packet which shows little or no impact.  
Sandström also questioned any impact for the helicopter take-off and landing.   
Motion carried (7-0).   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  

 
Police Chief Wood – noted that since the cut backs on the ability to book at the jail the 
City has taken steps to form an agreement with Wapato as well as implementation of the 



Offender Work Program.  He noted that through the Court, Luigi’s crew has clocked over 
5,000 hours of labor in both 2011 and 2012 which has been a great asset to the City.    
 
Fire Chief Klinger – referred to his 2012 report at the Councilors’ seats.  The report gives 
a breakdown of the number, location and types of calls.  It was noted the Fire Department 
responded to a total of 1778 incidents in 2012.  
 
Planner Coleman – reported the Planning Commission is finishing up the 2012 
Comprehensive Plan  docket recommendations to be brought to Council in the near 
future.  He also referenced the upcoming joint Planning Commission and Council 
worksession in February to discuss what the City Council and Planning Commission 
might want to have on the 2013 docket and noted that advertisement has been published 
for general public items for 2013 Comprehensive Plan docket.  
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg – announced the upcoming Legislative Action Conference 
to be held in Olympia on February 13 & 14. He spoke of the importance in meeting with 
Legislative representatives on City issues.  He also noted that it is a Council night and the 
Mayor will be out of town so the Mayor Pro Tem will be active.  There will need to be 
four Council members in the attendance at the meeting, but there is room for up to three 
Councilmembers to attend the conference.  Berg did state there may be other 
opportunities for Councilmembers to go to Olympia for other topics in the coming year.  
Councilmembers Loy and Wagoner expressed interest in attending the conference.   
 
Councilmember Galbraith questioned conflicting information between Three Rivers and 
the TPA Committee.  Discussion ensued regarding facilitating a meeting between the 
motels and the TPA Committee, a multi tiered process and purpose of the yes vote was to 
give the TPA Committee time to work with the local motels to win them over.   
 
Elizabeth Fernando – noted Three Rivers had been invited to come to a meeting to learn 
what the TPA was about and there has been no effort on their part to learn.  She also 
stated from a Chamber of Commerce perspective the TPA is a visionary proposal.   
 
City Supervisor/Attorney Berg – addressed a copy of a letter he sent regarding the 
Gateway Pacific Coal facility.  He noted the purpose of the letter was to go on record that 
the facility could impact citizens of Sedro-Woolley with travels to and from at Cook 
Road, concerns with the Burlington Northern Santa Fe bridge over the Skagit River and 
increase travel of the Sumas line.  The letter does not state a position but requests as part 
of the environmental studies areas to look at.    
 
Engineer Freiberger – addressed the status of the SR 20 realignment project.  He 
reviewed plans noting that public meetings had been held and spoke of concerns 
expressed by Travis Coulter of North Cascade Ford on the abandonment of Cook Road to 
Ferry Street.  He noted due to the concerns of Coulter and other downtown businesses a 
reanalysis of the proposed Edward R. Murrow Street was done. He reviewed revisions to 
the project and noted the revisions will be sent to the TIB for their approval of the design 
change.  Freiberger also addressed stormwater drainage for the project noting the project 



changes will allow for a different plan for the stormwater drainage which might be an 
additional savings to the project.  Freiberger addressed the time line for the project 
including time loss due to the proposed changes.  Original plans were to advertise for 
bids in May with a project start date in mid-July.  Any other delays might push the 
project to 2014.  He also reviewed the Phase 2 of the project and spoke of possibilities to 
receive funding for a portion of the work on Phase 2.  The Council consensus was to 
proceed with plans and changes as outlined by Public Works Director Freiberger.   
 
Further discussion ensued regarding phasing of the project and the impact on traffic 
during construction.  
 
Councilmember Wagoner – commented on the recent article in the paper with a river 
rescue by Officer Lasley and volunteer, Nicole Voikovich.  He also noted a great job by 
the Fire Department handling a recent injury at a High School sporting event.   
 
Councilmember Storrs – commented on the professionalism of Officer Lazaron in the 
handling of a traffic accident he was recently involved in.   
 
Councilmember Galbraith moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilmember Lemley.  
Motion carried (7-0).   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:43 P.M.  
 
 


