
---------------------------------------- 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY  

----------------------------------------- 
Regular Meeting of the City Council  

August 8, 2007 – 7:00 P.M. – Community Center  
 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mayor Mike Anderson, Councilmembers:  Ted Meamber, Tony 
Splane, Louis Requa, Pat Colgan, Hugh Galbraith, Rick Lemely and Dennis London.  
Staff:  Recorder Brue, City Supervisor/Attorney Berg, Assoc. Planner Coleman, Lt. 
Tucker and Asst. Fire Chief Olson.   
 
Consent Calendar  

• Minutes from Previous Meeting  
• Finance  

o Claim Vouches #61044 to #61150 for $179,354.59 
o Payroll Warrants #40696 to #40796 for $222,120.27 

• Waiver of Fees – Riverfront Park – Sedro-Woolley Senior Center – Sept. 13, 
2007  

• Department of Homeland Security Grant  
• Professional Services Agreement – GIS On-Call Services  
• 2007 Lodging Tax Advisory Committee Appointments (Resolution #753-07) 
• Joint Purchasing Interlocal Agreement with Fire District No. 15  

 
Councilmember Meamber moved to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Splane.  Motion carried (7-0).   
 
Swearing In of New Planning Commissioner –  Brett Sandstrom  
 
Mayor Anderson administered the Oath of Office to Brett Sandstrom for the position of 
Planning Commissioner.   
 
Swearing In of Code Enforcement Officer – Michelle Miner  
 
Mayor Anderson administered the Oath of Office to Michelle Miner for the position of 
Code Enforcement Officer.   
 
Councilmember Meamber moved to confirm Brett Sandstrom to the Planning 
Commission.  Councilmember Requa seconded.  Motion carried (7-0).   
 
 
 
 



Public Comment  
 
Joe Caldwell – 426 Jameson St., addressed the Council regarding the proposed Recycling 
Center.  He noted it is difficult to get a straight story and requested clarification.  He also 
spoke regarding placement of the proper type of business next to the High School.   
 
David Bricka – 9343 Claybrook Rd., representing the Chamber of Commerce, thanked 
Mayor Anderson and Council for the use of Hammer Heritage Square for the Sample of 
Sedro-Woolley.  Bricka gave praise to the Parks personnel for their help and upkeep of 
the square.    
 
Flood Presentation by Larry Kunzler  
 
Mayor Anderson introduced Larry Kunzler, a local resident and a recognized historian 
who has worked on the Skagit River flood issue for the past 30 years.  Kunzler, a private 
citizen presented a power point presentation on “Plan B” an alternative program for flood 
control and the future of Skagit County.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
None  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
City Hall Update  
 
Attorney Berg reported that progress on the City Hall is going well.  He noted pending 
issues with progress being made on the PSE pole at the entrance, generator and FF & E.  
He also spoke on the selection of a phone system and the use of phone vendors vs. use of 
a telecommunications consultant.    Berg reviewed a change order request to include 
pending and approved modifications.  
 
Councilmember Requa moved to authorize the Mayor to sign change order #1 in the 
amount of $42,217.33.  Seconded by Councilmember Colgan.  Motion carried (7-0).   
 
Ordinance – adding new sections to SWMC 10.44 Regarding No Parking and Permit 
Parking Zones (2nd Reading)  
 
Attorney Berg reviewed the proposed ordinance regarding no parking and permit parking 
zones.   
 
Joe Parker – 425 Bennett St., questioned the posted tow away zone at the vehicle owner’s 
expense and what happens for special events such as a funeral reception that would bring 
a temporary influx of parking needs.  
 
 



Joe Caldwell – 426 Jameson St., stated that the High School needs to provide parking for 
the students in order to be a good neighbor.  He also requested more stop signs be placed 
along Jameson.   
 
Bobbie Christensen – 1120 Third Street, questioned parking on Walley and Third Streets.   
 
Chris Bulcroft – 1110 Third Street, noted she is a 20 year resident and has not had any 
problems.  She spoke against imposing such an ordinance and stated she liked the 
interaction with the students.   
 
Brett Sandstrom – 432 Talcott St., stated he is not opposed to permit parking but 
cautioned that as students are rushing to school and perhaps being more reckless, 
Sandstrom suggested putting more stop signs in an effort to slow them down.   
 
Linda Morgan – 413 Talcott St., expressed concern of imposing the ordinance which 
might lead to the High School to request more parking lots.  She opposed having the 
grass area on 4th Street turned into more parking.  Morgan spoke of past history with the 
School District and removal of homes for parking.   
 
Councilmember Lemley noted on Talcott Street from 3rd to 6th Street there is already “No 
Parking” on the North side of Talcott.   
 
Mike Riddle – School District representative, addressed the Council and noted the 
school’s support of the ordinance.  Riddle stated they realize the mix of feelings 
regarding parking and the request is in answer to the neighbors in the immediate area of 
the High School.  He also stated that if it is not expanded to a larger base the problem will 
only move the more chronic problem to the next block out.  The purpose of the 
permitting perimeter is to ensure that it is easier for the students to use the parking on 
site.   
 
Discussion ensued to include growth and use of existing property, staff parking and  
notification of students for enforcement.  
 
Mike Schweigert – Principal at Sedro-Woolley High School, addressed the Council on 
the parking ordinance.  He noted the ordinance would allow them to keep the students 
vehicles more secure and in designated areas to have better control.  He also addressed 
communication with the students in notification of the new rules.   
 
Discussion ensued as to permitting of vehicles, students vs. residents and parent pick up.  
 
Glenn Allen – 316 Talcott St., stated he hoped the enforcement people will use some 
discretion and good judgment.     
 
Mike Schweigert – discussed the student enforcement of parking, the safety and security 
issue of off street parking for students and access in student parking lot.  
 



 
Kim Morgan – 413 Talcott St., spoke of past history of the placement of the parking lot 
on 4th street and requested assurance that the high school will not develop any more 
parking lots within the residential area. Morgan requested something in writing.   
 
Morgan was directed to go to the school board.  He noted he did not want to deal with the 
school board due to a lack of distrust.   
 
Attorney Berg indicated that his request was not something the City could provide.  A 
current Council can not provide a written declaration about a neighboring agency’s future 
use as it would be problematic both from the standpoint of the planning and permitting 
process and from the other agency’s decision making process.  He noted it’s beyond the 
Council’s authority to do.   
 
Morgan noted his disappointment.   
 
Linda Morgan – again to the podium, spoke of the previous zoning and the rezone of the 
property once the school purchased the property.  She noted she would rather have the 
students park in front of her house than to have the school make the grass area into a 
parking lot.   
 
Council discussion ensued regarding the Janicki request within the parking ordinance to 
include notification of affected properties, requested route for transporting super loads 
and alternate routes.  
 
Ray Knuth – 510 Northern Ave, addressed Council regarding the residential area with 
constant traffic on Northern.  He suggested “No Parking” on the east side of Metcalf 
Street.   
 
Councilmember Galbraith moved to adopt Ordinance #1581-07 An Ordinance Adding 
New Sections to SWMC 10.44 Regarding No Parking and Permit Parking Zones.  
Councilmember Lemley seconded.  Motion carried (7-0).   
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Request to purchase land from City by Jameson Avenue LLC  
 
Councilmember Requa recused himself from this topic due to a conflict of interest and 
left the Council bench.   
 
Attorney Berg reminded Council that conversation of value of real estate is appropriate 
for Executive Session.   
 
 
 



Berg reviewed the request by Land Title Company on behalf of Jameson Avenue LLC in 
an effort to obtain a small piece of apparently City-owned land.  Berg noted the property 
is next to the Tree Source property that was recently sold and they are utilizing the Tree 
Source appraisal for the basis of price.   
 
Discussion ensued to include density of property under a Conditional Use permit, 
acquisition of property would enable to have a better project and parking spaces.  
 
Council consensus was to discuss further in Executive Session as the public discussion of 
this sale could lower the price the City would receive.    
 
Councilmember Requa rejoined the Council bench.   
 
Professional Services Agreement – Architectural Services for Bingham Parks Facility  
 
Attorney Berg reviewed a request from the Parks Department for establishing the new 
Parks headquarters at Bingham Park and to retain architectural services for the purpose of 
renovating the old food bank building with Mark E. Christ, Architect.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding potential design, involvement of the committee, existing 
structure and review of structure by Building Official and Building Inspector.  
 
Councilmember Meamber moved to table the Bingham Park architectural services until 
the August 22, 2007 meeting.  Seconded by Councilmember Galbraith.  Motion carried 
(7-0).   
 
Award of Bid – Senior Center Roof  
 
Attorney Berg reviewed the bids for the Senior Center.  Staff recommendation is to 
authorize the Mayor to sign the contract with the apparent low bidder and request a 
budget amendment to reflect the expense.   
 
Discussion ensued to include bid process and City staff tearing off existing roof.  
 
Councilmember Requa moved to authorize the Mayor to sign a contract to re-roof the 
senior center with the apparent lowest bidder and request a budget amendment to reflect 
this expense.  Councilmember London seconded.  Motion carried (5-2) (Councilmembers 
Galbraith and Meamber opposed).   
  
Township Sewer Improvements – Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering (additional task orders)  
 
Attorney Berg reviewed the request for a two phase project to bring sewer up Highway 9.  
Berg noted phase one is anticipated to include Polte Road to McGargile and phase two 
from McGargile to Bassett.  Berg cautioned Council that there is currently no plan to pay 
back any debt that would be part of any funding package.  There are funds available to 
pay for the PS & E.  



Council discussion ensued to include the importance of moving on with lifting the 
moratorium, sidewalk project up Highway 9 and the importance of proper planning.  
 
Councilmember Requa moved to authorize Reichhardt & Ebe Engneerings, Inc. to 
proceed with the two attached scopes for sewer improvements on Township St.  
Councilmember Splane seconded.  Motion carried. (7-0). 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  
 
Lt. Tucker – stated with the passage of the Parking ordinance they will be working 
closely with the residents and the school to make sure everything goes well.   
 
Asst. Fire Chief Olson – announced the recent Fire Fighter competition raised $3,000.00 
and first aid kits were purchased for all the firemen.  
 
Attorney Berg – announced that on September 11, 2007 the City will hold a McGargile 
Open House for the public to view the preliminary road alignment.  Notices will be sent 
to those along McGargile Road.  
 
Berg also reported several recent incidences regarding the Community Center that have 
resulted in damage to the extent of the deposit being retained.  Berg on behalf of the 
Parks Department requested there be a temporary moratorium on the use of alcohol until 
another proposal can be considered or to institute an increase the damage deposit.   
 
Councilmember Galbraith moved to refuse alcohol in the Community Center beginning 
August 9, 2007 until time to come up with a plan to resolve the issues.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Meamber.  Motion carried (7-0).   
 
Berg reviewed information on the Hodgin Street alignment regarding the skew in the 
road.  Currently it is not part of the plan to omit the skew.  Berg suggested to Council that 
an alternate location be looked at for the Cook/Highway 20 connection.  He noted now 
would be the time to do so if there is interest.   
 
He also reported as a result of a question regarding the Council at Large position within a 
Code City he noted the answer he received from Municipal Research was the first 
election after the adoption of the code would continue to be a two year term and every 
election thereafter would be a four year term.   
 
Discussion was held regarding scheduling options of a Saturday retreat, adding an 
additional worksession evening or adding time to an existing date already scheduled in 
order to review Council goals.  The September 4, 2007 worksession was modified to start 
at 5:00 P.M. and will go until 9:00 P.M.   
 
Berg also reported on a follow up on the F&S and Highway 20 project regarding an 
urgent request to WSDOT for a consultation on the location of an intersection.  A 
meeting has been set up for Friday to review options.   



Councilmember Lemley – thanked Lt. Tucker and the Police Department for their help 
with a large funeral procession that they recently had.   
 
Councilmember Colgan – thanked the Council for their action on the Parking Ordinance.  
He noted he has received a lot of complaints from local residents.   
 
Councilmember Requa – announced an upcoming meeting regarding support for a branch 
campus at McIntrye Hall, open to the public.  Requa encouraged everyone to attend.   
 
Councilmember Meamber – passed on a thank you from a citizen regarding the closure of 
the “compound” on Borseth Street.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
The meeting adjourned to executive session at 9:35 P.M. for approximately 20 minutes 
for the purpose of Personnel and Real Estate with possible action following.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 10:06 P.M.   
 
Councilmember Meamber moved to authorize the Mayor to sign conveyance documents 
to sell the real estate identified in the Land Title proposal in exchange for $4,000.00.  
Seconded by Councilmember Galbraith.  Motion carried. (6-0, Councilmember Requa 
abstained).   
 
Councilmember Galbraith moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilmember Colgan.  
Motion carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:08 P.M.  
 
 
 
 
 


