
----------------------------------------- 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY 

----------------------------------------- 
Regular Meeting of the City Council  

March 28, 2007 – 7:00 P.M. – Community Center  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mayor Mike Anderson, Councilmembers:  Ted Meamber, Tony 
Splane, Louis Requa, Pat Colgan, Rick Lemley and Dennis London.  Staff:  
Clerk/Treasurer Nelson, Attorney Berg, Engineer Blair, Planner Moore and Police Chief 
Wood.   
 
Consent Calendar  

• Minutes from Previous Meeting  
• Finance  

o Claim Vouchers #59877 to #60003 for $270,923.09 
o Payroll Warrants #39809 to #39902 for $152,505.15 

• Sewer Agreement – North Cascades Gateway Center  
• Sewer Service to 8087 Fruitdale Road in UGA  
• Waiver of Fees – SW Community Center – Bacus Maintenance Assoc.—June 2, 

2007  
• Contract Amendment – Lee Johnson & Sons for Riverfront Park Flood Damage 

Repairs  
 
Councilmember London moved to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Meamber.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
Public Comment  
 
Cory Zymbruski – 16695 Peterson Road, addressed the Council, Mayor and Staff  
regarding a proposed low impact development.  He questioned if Council was going to 
embrace the idea of low impact development and allow his project to move forward or if 
it was necessary for them to submit a traditional development plan.   
 
Engineer Blair noted that the Council has in the past been given the opportunity for input 
and there have been no comments received.  He noted he supported low impact 
development with the exception of the street width.   
 
Attorney Berg cautioned Council that the appropriate review of a project will be 
conducted which will include decision making by the Council.  Berg noted that the 
question before Council is based on a pre-app review with a potential developer and the 
Council’s comfort level in allowing the Engineer to have some latitude to work with low 
impact development utilizing his judgment in that capacity.   



 
Council discussion ensued regarding consensus of Council after work session on Low 
Impact Development, possibility of visiting a completed low impact development site and 
concern of road width within a low impact development.  The Council consensus was 
that they were not opposed to considerations of low impact development.    
 
Don Bates – 627 Virginia Ave, addressed Council regarding heavy traffic in the vicinity 
of Virginia Avenue and Dean Drive.  He stated he would like to see the traffic slowed 
down and presented a petition of property owners within the area who feel the same.   
 
Mina Lord – 1238 Independence Blvd., commented on the deplorable state of Township 
Street.   
 
Engineer Blair stated that the paving is scheduled for April 3rd.  The construction 
company has been waiting for appropriate weather conditions in order to put the final 
paving on.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
City Hall Update  
 
Police Chief Wood reported on the progress of the City Hall.  He noted that he and 
Mayor Anderson have completed reference checks on the low bidder, Colacurcio 
Brothers and have received positive comments from all references.  Wood also reported 
on a meeting that was held with Colacurcio Brothers and Carletti Architects.  He noted 
the meeting was very positive and they are very eager to start construction.  Wood stated 
Colacurcio Brothers are currently completing the Burlington Public Library.  Wood 
reported the street light proposal has been presented to the Planning Commission and the 
process is still being worked on as well as some parking improvements that are planned 
prior to the beginning of construction.  He noted Munro Street will be blocked off and  
the contractor will have their equipments and lay down area for the building in that area.  
Letters have been sent out to residents within the affected area and he also noted he 
personally contacted people living on Munro Street notifying them of the road closure.   
The School District has been contacted regarding bussing and he has been working with 
Loggerodeo on how the construction may affect them.  There will be some 
recommendations brought to Council on changes to help Loggerodeo with their festival.   
 
Attorney Berg reported on the progress of the financing.  He noted that tonight was the 
scheduled night to award the bid but that has been placed on hold until a commitment of 
funds have been received.  He noted that the process has been moving forward but the 
City got a late start.  The USDA representative is working very hard to get the process 
completed.  There may be a need for the Council to hold a special meeting within the 



next 7 – 10 days for the purpose of awarding of the bid and to let the contract for both 
construction and interim financing. Berg noted those steps cannot be taken until the 
commitment of financing is received.  Berg reported that the original bid process 
indicated that the award of bid was to be accepted by the end of this month.  During the 
recent meeting the situation was discussed and the contractor was very workable with a 
possible extension.  They plan to be mobilizing the day after the pre-construction 
meeting.   
 
Mayor Anderson noted that there is a scheduled work session that could be utilized for 
the award of bid if the City has received word by then, otherwise a special meeting will 
be necessary.   
 
Berg reviewed the process for calling a special meeting.  He noted Councilmembers and 
the press would receive written notice 24 hours in advance.   
 
Interlocal Agreement – Improvments of McGarigle and Fruitdale Roads with Skagit 
County  
 
Attorney Berg presented background information and stated that nothing has changed 
since the last meeting other than letters were mailed to residences along the project area.  
The letter indicated that the City does not know how the project will affect individual 
property owners because the road has not been designed.  Berg noted most of the 
questions have been questioning the affect of the individual properties.  He said the 
Interlocal is a necessary agreement in order to get the design done.   
 
Jim Johnson – 587 Carter St., noted their home is addressed off Carter but their property 
aligns McGarigle and did not receive a letter.  Johnson also noted two other property 
owners that did not receive letters with the same alignment.  Johnson, a former member 
of the Planning Commission stated he originally voted for the project and supported it but 
as others, is wondering how it will affect his property.  Johnson expressed concern that 
widening the street will increase the speed of traffic traveling on McGargile.   
 
Mayor Anderson apologized for the oversight in the mailing.   
 
Kathy Sutton – 1234 McGarigle Road, stated her support for the addition of the 
sidewalks but expressed concern with the scope of the project.  She stated she believes it 
to be over and above the need for the road not being a main road and the money could be 
better spent on main roadways.  Sutton noted the planter strip to be unnecessary and the 
width of the sidewalks excessive.  She read into the record a letter written by a neighbor 
who was unable to attend the meeting.  The letter conveyed their opposition of the project 
and the taking of property.  Sutton expressed concern that once the process of the project 
starts the property owners will lose the opportunity for input.   
 
Mayor Anderson noted Council will be holding an open house on the project for citizen 
input.  Councilmember Meamber concurred.   
 



Susie Williams – 1058 Wedmore Pl., agreed with Ms. Sutton’s comments noting that 
most are in agreement with placement of sidewalks but also expressed concern of the 
scope of the project and the affect on her driveway.  She also questioned the effect of the 
creek, where the 60 feet will be coming from, and the public involvement process.  
Williams did thank the Mayor and Council for the notification.   
 
Attorney Berg noted the project is about 4-6 months away from having the preliminary 
design in order to hold an open house.  The plan is to be able to put a strip map on a table 
that will show the street from end to end with the topo work done to show how the street 
right-of -way falls with existing property lines, structures and trees.  Berg noted that 
because of the grant funding there are certain limitations and requirements for the project.   
 
Nancy Hamiter – 1202 Independence Blvd., stated they were shocked by the letter and 
had purchased their home because of the rural setting of the area.  She questioned the 
regulations of roadway width and expressed concern of the affect of their property, 
increase of traffic and encouraged placement of speed bumps.  She requested Council to 
not vote for the project.   
 
Bob Ruby – 310 Cascade Pl., Burlington, McGarigle property owner stated that given 
where the annexation agreement was he believes the City would be remiss if they did not 
take advantage of these improvements.  Ruby encouraged Council to sign the interlocal 
agreement in order for the planning to take place and to give the citizens something 
tangible to review.   
 
Dave Hamiter, expressed concern of the safety issue and the increased width of the street.   
 
Kathy Sutton – again to the podium, questioned the classification of McGarigle being an 
arterial street and the possibility of utilizing only half of the federal funds for one side of 
the street.   
 
Council discussion ensued to include sewer availability on McGarigle, current right-of-
way width on McGarigle & Fruitdale, acquisition of right-of-way, speeding and the 
importance of upgrading arterials and sewer.  
 
Councilmember Requa moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the attached Interlocal with 
Skagit County detailing the terms and conditions of the construction improvements to 
McGarigle and Fruitdale Roads.  Councilmember Colgan seconded.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the public comment process to include an open house and  
SEPA process.  
 
Motion carried 6-0.   
 
Mayor Anderson thanked everyone that came out to be involved with the 
McGarigle/Fruitdale Road project.   
 



Agreement for Conveyance – Hodgin Street Right-of-Way  
 
Attorney Berg reviewed background information and the stipulations for the conveyance 
agreement.  He also thanked Councilmember Requa and his staff for volunteering their 
time in identifying some incorrect descriptions and determining that something was 
incorrect in order to have the School District make the necessary corrections.   
 
Councilmember Lemley moved to authorize the Mayor to sign an Agreement for 
Conveyance of Hodgin Street Right-of-Way with the School District and to accept the 
conveyance of Hodgin Street.  Councilmember Requa seconded.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
Professional Services Agreement – Certified Land Services  
 
Debbie Allen, Wastewater Treatment Plant foreman noted the proposed contract was put 
in place to help move the sewer project forward and has been interrupted by the Polte 
Road situation.  Allen noted this is work that needs to be done in order to continue 
moving the sewer moratorium project forward.  She questioned the fulfillment of 107 
staff  hours.   
 
Attorney Berg reviewed a recent meeting with Carol Sanders of Staubach & Company 
which is the BNSF designated real estate agency.  Discussion was held regarding three 
different options:  1) the potential of acquiring the stretch of the railroad  along the West 
side of Township to 440 feet East of the Center line of Township for the purpose of 
satisfying the sewer issue; 2) consider a wider purchase to the west to accommodate the 
potential realignment of Northern and Polte; and 3) to consider taking the right of way 
from the point of Skagit County owned right-of-way to Metcalf which would solve the 
sewer issue and allow the City to have additional public open space.  Discussion was also 
held on extending the trail.  A formal request will be forwarded to Ms. Sanders who will 
work with BNSF to explore our request.  
 
Berg also reported on an upcoming meeting to be held on April 10, 2007 with BNSF.   
 
Councilmember Requa expressed concern of timing and an increase in bids a year from 
now.  He also questioned the locate process for going under SR20 and the time frame for 
the process.    
 
Engineer Blair stated there is currently no method designed at this time.   
 
Discussion ensued to include upsizing, design, specialty consultants, timing and the 
boring permit process.  
 
Councilmember Requa moved to table the topic to the next Council meeting.  
Councilmember Splane seconded.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
 
 



Update of Chapter 17.40 SWMC – Sign Ordinance (2nd Reading)  
 
Planner Moore provided Council with additional background information on  Staff and 
the Planning Commissions proposed revisions to the sign ordinance.  He noted there were 
two topics brought up at the last meeting.  First was the reference to scenic views and 
flashing lights.  He stated the verbiage was taken directly out of the state WAC for what 
is allowed along the highways.  Secondly, was the issue of limitations to the use of 
banners.  Moore indicated he did not have anything additional to add however, he 
believes it would be in the City’s best interest to limit the use of banners and to not have 
signs that have fallen into disrepair.   
 
The topic was for discussion only with Council discussion following.  Moore stated that 
he would be bringing the proposed ordinance for final recommendation and vote to the 
next Council meeting.     
 
Councilmember Requa moved to table the topic to the April 25, 2007 Council meeting.  
Seconded by Councilmember Meamber.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Ordinance – 2007 Budget Amendment  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Nelson reviewed the proposed amendments to the 2007 Budget.  She 
noted the amendments are due to timing issues and comes in part due to the Auditors 
change in viewing budget amendments.  Past practice has been to do one at the end of the 
year and now the procedure is necessary prior to spending the money.   
 
Councilmember Meamber moved to approve Ordinance No. 1569-07 An Ordinance 
Amending Ordinance 1560-06, Adopting the Annual Budget for the City of Sedro-
Woolley, Washington, for the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2007.  Councilmember 
Splane seconded.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
Bid Award – 2007 CIPP Projects  
 
Engineer Blair reviewed the proposed bids and requested Council authorize the Public 
Works Director  change order and contingency capacity up to $87,000.00.   
 
Councilmember Requa moved to authorize the award of bid and authorize the Mayor to 
execute a contract agreement with Insituform Technologies, Inc. for the “2007 Cured-In-
Place-Pipe Project” in the amount of $112,936.68, including tax and authorize the Public 
Works Director to approve change orders totaling up to $87,063.32, for a total contract 
amount of not to exceed $200,000.  Councilmember Meamber seconded.  Motion carried 
6-0.   
 
 
 



Proposed Ordinance Addressing Public Records (1st Reading)  
 
Attorney Berg reviewed the proposed ordinance to modify the City’s procedure for 
responding to public records requests.  The ordinance is based upon the model rules 
outlined by Washington’s Attorney General in March of last year.  The new ordinance 
will provide clarity to the process of inspecting and copying public records and conforms 
to the recent changes in the law. It also authorizes the City Attorney or his designee as the 
public records officer.   
 
Resolution – Skagit River GI Study Project Management Plan (PMP)  
 
Engineer Blair reviewed the proposed resolution regarding the Skagit River Impact 
Partnership.   
 
Councilmember London moved to adopt Resolution #736-07 A Resolution of the City of 
Sedro-Woolley, Washington in the Matter of the Hydrology and Hydraulic Models Used 
to Form the Basis of Study in the Ongoing Skagit River Flood Feasibility General 
Investigation Study.  Seconded by Councilmember Meamber.  Motion carried 6-0.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  
 
Councilmember London – questioned if the paving of Township will include Sterling, 
filling around the manhole covers.   
 
Engineer Blair noted that it would include the completion of Sterling Street.   
 
Councilmember Requa – noted water running at the intersection of Reed Street and 
Longtime Lane and requested staff look into the source.  Requa also questioned some 
abandoned vehicles in the vicinity of Rita Street and W. Nelson Street.   
 
Councilmember Splane – reviewed a complaint received of junk cars at the corner of 
Sapp Road and Highway 9.   
 
Councilmember Meamber – questioned the parking on the main street of town for longer 
than the maximum time limit.  He also reported on the progress of the food bank and the 
new location.   
 
Attorney Berg – discussed the choice of the light standards and choice of the lights to be 
placed upon the standard as well as maintenance and ownership of lights once installed.   
 
Engineer Blair – discussed the need for a soul source resolution if moving forward with 
the light standard from American Pole.   
 
Councilmember Requa suggested that property owners be encouraged to put into lease 
agreements for downtown buildings a clause regarding no parking on the main street by 
tenants or employees.   



 
Mayor Anderson – reported on the upcoming round about test at the weigh station.  He 
also stated the need for the Parks Committee to meet to discuss use of Hammer Heritage 
Square and the possible requirement of deposits for use.   
 
Councilmember Meamber moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilmember Splane.  
Motion carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M.  
 
 


