
------------------------------------------ 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY 

------------------------------------------- 
Regular Meeting of the City Council  

October 25, 2006 – 7:00 P.M. – Community Center  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mayor Sharon Dillon, Councilmembers:  Ted Meamber, Tony 
Splane, Louis Requa, Pat Colgan, Hugh Galbraith, Rick Lemley and Mike Anderson.  
Staff:  Clerk/Treasurer Nelson, Planner Rozema, Attorney Berg, Engineer Blair and 
Police Chief Wood.   
 
Planner Rozema introduced Associate Planner John Coleman who joined the City staff on 
October 16th to the Council and audience members.   
 
Consent Calendar  
 

• Minutes from Previous Meeting  
• Finance  

o Claim Vouchers #58580 to #58692 for $367,218.81  
o Payroll Warrants #38880 to #38975 for $142,241.30  

• Waiver of Fees – Community Center – SW Lions Club – March 24, 2007  
• Waiver of Fees – Community Center – SWHS FFA – November 3, 2006  
• Street Closure Request – Halloween Parade – October 31, 2006  
• Contract – 2006 Sidewalk & Wheelchair Ramps Program  
• $75,000 Commitment to Skagit County for Skagit River Flood Feasibility 

Study  
• Sedro-Woolley Senior Center – Carpet Replacement  
• Professional Services Agreement – Transpo Group, Inc.  

 
Councilmember Lemley moved to approve the consent calendar Items A through I.  
Councilmember Galbraith seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Public Comment  
 
Gilda Gorr – 3225 Old Highway 99 N, Alger, WA, Manager of the Sedro-Woolley 
Farmers Market addressed the Council to thank them for the support in allowing the 
market to be held at Hammer Heritage Square.  Gorr noted the positive comments that 
were received about the location.   
 
Ginny Good – 24250 Alexander St., representing the Farmers Market addressed the 
Council and thanked them for the great location which made for a great market year.  She 



also provided a report on the market and the vendors and requested permission to be able 
to use Hammer Heritage Square for the market again next year.   
 
Council discussion ensued to include possible expansion of the market to go toward the 
bowling alley and the potential of closing of the street to allow for more vendors.  
 
Jim Johnson – 587 Carter St., board member of the Farmer’s Market also thanked the 
Council for allowing the use of Hammer Heritage Square as well as other City staff 
dealing with the extra traffic generated by the market.  Johnson reported on the income 
generated from the market vendors.   
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
Ordinance – 2007 Property Tax Levy  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Nelson reviewed the proposed property tax levy for 2007.  Nelson noted 
there are two parts to the ordinance.  One part is the voter approved bond for the public 
safety building which was approved a number of years ago.  She stated if the County 
deems someone to be a low-income Sr. citizen or disabled person, those persons do not 
pay this tax.  It is spread amongst the remaining citizens.  The 2007 tax request is the 
same as the 2006 request.   
 
Nelson reviewed the second part which is the general property tax and is the more 
complicated part of the taxes.  She noted the taxes are limited to 101% of the previous 
years levy.  There are three levels of no or reduced taxes for low-income Sr. citizens 
which is applied for at the County level.  Nelson reviewed estimated figures based on 
information obtained from the County Assessor’s Office and presented an example using 
her own property tax information with the figures obtained from the County.  Nelson 
cautioned Council that the County Commissioners have been having discussions of 
shifting road tax over to the general fund which residents of the cities would have their 
taxes increased by that amount by the County.   
 
Council discussion ensued to include reserves and effect of new construction.  
 
Mayor Dillon opened the public hearing at 7:24 P.M.  
 
No public input.   
 
Mayor Dillon closed the public hearing at 7:24:30 P.M.  
 
Councilmember Galbraith moved to approve Ordinance #1553-06 An Ordinance of the 
City of Sedro-Woolley Approving the Property Tax Levy.  Seconded by Councilmember 
Anderson.   
 



Roll Call Vote:  Councilmember Meamber – Yes, Splane – No, Requa – Yes, Colgan – 
Yes, Galbraith – Yes, Lemley – Yes and Anderson – Yes.  Motion carried 6-1 
(Councilmember Splane opposed).   
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
None  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  
 
Councilmember Colgan – questioned the status of blacktopping of Township Street.   
 
Engineer Blair noted Sterling St. is completed with Township to be done soon. 
 
Councilmember Requa – reviewed the procedure for correcting of the minutes.   
 
Councilmember Anderson moved to correct the July 12, 2006 minutes to reflect that 
Councilmember Requa was in attendance.  Councilmember Meamber seconded.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Attorney Berg – pointed out a memo given to Councilmembers which was a response to a 
news article regarding Mayoral succession.  He noted in the event there is a vacancy in 
the office of Mayor, Sedro-Woolley, a second class city, the Council would elect a 
replacement from among the present Council.  That person would then serve for the 
remainder of the current term and Council would appoint a Council replacement from 
within the ward of the person appointed Mayor. 
 
Planner Rozema – announced that he will be leaving the City to accept a position with 
Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland.  Rozema thanked the City for  the opportunities given 
to him.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Nelson – noted the State Auditors have finished their field work but are 
still working off-site on miscellaneous items.  Upon completion an exit review will be 
scheduled.   
 
Councilmember Meamber – requested an interpretation of the role of the Sedro-Woolley 
Housing Authority.    
 
Mayor Dillon – thanked Planner Rozema for all he has done with moving the Planning 
Department forward and wished him the best in his future endeavors.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 P.M. for a short break prior to going into Executive 
Session.   
 
 
 



EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The meeting moved to Executive Session at 7:44 P.M. for the purpose of discussion of 
personnel, litigation or land acquisition with a possible decision expected.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:45 P.M.  
 
Councilmember Splane moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilmember Lemley.  
Motion carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45:30 P.M.  
 
 

 
 

 


