
------------------------------------------ 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY 

------------------------------------------ 
Regular Meeting of the City Council  

July 13, 2005 – 7:00 P.M. – Community Center  
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 P.M.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mayor Dillon, Councilmembers Splane, Storrs, Colgan, 
Galbraith, Lemley and Anderson.  Staff:  City Attorney Hayden, Recorder Brue, Engineer 
Blair, Police Chief Wood and Fire Chief Klinger.   
 
Consent Calendar  

• Minutes from Previous Meeting  
• Finance  
• Claim Vouchers $54822 to #54949 for $537,593.43 
• Payroll Vouchers #35935 to #36032 for $180,183.75 
• Waiver of Fees – Memorial Park – Skagit Rock & Gem Club – July 8, 2006  
• Contract – Roof & Siding for City Parks Building  
• Interlocal Agreement – Skagit County EMS Commission & City of Sedro-

Woolley  
• Contract – Fencing for Wastewater Treatment Plant  

 
Councilmember Storrs moved to approve the Consent Calendar Items A through F.  
Seconded by Councilmember Lemley.  Motion carried.   
 
Mayor Dillon announced the implementation of a comment sheet available at the door for 
those people who have comments but do not wish to speak publicly.  The comments 
sheets can be filled out and then will be reviewed by the appropriate department and 
responded to.   
 
Public Comment  
 
Julian Pavesi – 509 Sapp Rd., commented on the recent Brickyard Creek clean up.  He 
also addressed the speed of cars on Sapp Road and questioned the possible use of a 
counter box to gather information.  Pavesi spoke about Fireworks within the City.  He 
noted he did not want to ban Fireworks but wondered if there was a way to make people 
accountable for clean up of the debris.   
 
Tim Smith – 408 Marcella Ln., addressed the Council regarding speeders and reckless 
driving on North Reed Street.  He referenced an article on the City of Oak Harbor and the 
use of “speed humps” for control of speeders.   
 



Councilmember Anderson noted that one of the reasons for the speed along N. Reed is 
because it is a nice street.  Other areas do not have the same problem because of the 
condition of the streets.  He also stated he liked the idea of speed humps (otherwise 
known as “sleeping policemen”) and stated the idea might be an alternative solution to 
the staffing shortage within the police department.   
 
Larry White – 826 McLean Dr., addressed semi truck traffic, illegal use of exhaust brakes 
and the speed along Highway 9.  He noted the problem is extremely bad during the hours 
of 11 P.M. to 2 A.M.  He said he has spoken with the City police, State Patrol and 
Department of Transportation and feels nobody is taking ownership of the problem.   
 
Jeff Nims – 28881 Outlook Ln., addressed the Council on a vacant lot he has for sale and 
would like Council to consider the location for the home of a new City Hall.  Nims spoke 
of the convenience of the location to downtown, parking and price.   
 
Discussion of a proposed trolley station within the same area was held.   
 
Dan Madlung – 848 Bella Vista, Burlington, spoke on his plans for developing property 
on the Jones Road.  He requested Council lift the moratorium so that he will be able to 
proceed with his plans.  Madlung requested at a minimum to be able to proceed with the 
SEPA process.   
 
Lin Tucker – 9774 Collins Road, addressed some of the speeding issues and noted the 
police department is trying to work on it.  He said the traffic officer is back to work after 
being off.  He noted that speeding is an issue that the Sheriff’s office and State Patrol are 
also dealing with.  Tucker stated that there is public interest in more use of the radar 
trailer with follow up traffic enforcement.   
 
Discussion was held regarding the hours of operation for the traffic officer, best time for 
control, increase of traffic and traffic jams and prioritization of complaints.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
None  
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Ordinance – FEMA Property Annexation  
 
Attorney Hayden reviewed background information and the property being proposed for 
annexation.  He noted that City Council passed a resolution on December 8, 2004 
providing for the annexation of the FEMA property.  At that time upon Council direction 
the adjacent PUD property was included.  Hayden stated the land is proposed to be used 
for a park in the future but there are no immediate plans for design or construction.   
 



Councilmember Storrs moved to adopt Ordinance 1511-05 An Ordinance of the City of 
Sedro-Woolley, Washington, Annexing Real Property Contiguous to the Southern 
Portion of the City, Adopting a Proposed Land Use Zoning Regulation for the Real 
Property, and Subjecting the Property to its Pro Rata Share of City Indebtedness.  
Councilmember Splane seconded.   
 
Roll Call Vote:  Councilmember Splane – Yes, Storrs – Yes, Colgan – Yes, Galbraith – 
Yes, Lemley – Yes and Anderson – Yes.  Motion carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Resolution – Municipalities Solid Waste Committee Proposal  
 
Mayor Dillon reviewed the proposed Council Resolution addressing the Skagit County 
Commissioners decision to allow a second transfer station.   
 
Councilmember Anderson moved to pass Resolution No. 720-05 A Resolution of the 
City Council of the City of Sedro-Woolley to the Skagit County Commissioners in 
Support of the Proposal of the Skagit county Municipalities Committee to the Skagit 
County Board of Commissioners Regarding Privatization of a Single County Transfer 
Station.  Seconded by Councilmember Colgan.  Motion carried.   
 
Ordinance – Sewer Connection Fee Credit for Decommissioned Septic Tanks  
 
Engineer Blair noted the proposed ordinance was the result of brainstorming through 
several worksessions.  The ordinance would provide a credit for homeowners who 
decommission a septic tank upon connection to the sanitary sewer.   
 
Attorney Hayden addressed a clarification of the 90 day connection period.  He noted at 
the request of a Councilmember a correction to the existing portion of the ordinance 
referring to the 90 day deadline will be made and brought back at a future meeting.  The 
ordinance also clarifies that it applies to mobile homes on individual lots but not to 
mobile home parks.   
 
Councilmember Splane requested an amendment to SWMC Section 13.08.040 to clarify 
that a permit be obtained within 90 days and work completed within 180 days after that 
unless there are exceptional circumstances.   
 
Attorney Hayden noted the amendment will be made and brought back for Council 
approval at the next meeting.     
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1512-05 An Ordinance Providing 
for a Credit Against the Connection Fee of SWMC Section 13.16.035 for Owners of 
Residential Buildings which Disconnect from a Private Wastewater Disposal System and 
Connection to the City Sanitary Sewer System.  Councilmember Lemley seconded.   
 



Roll Call Vote:  Councilmember Anderson – Yes., Lemley – Yes, Galbraith – Yes 
(noting that he was against raising to over $7,000 in the beginning), Colgan – Yes, Storrs 
– Yes and Splane – Yes.  Motion carried.   
  
Resolution – In Support of a New Municipal Building  
 
Mayor Dillon introduced the proposed resolution in support of a new municipal building.  
She stated she was requested by one of the Councilmembers to bring this forward.   
 
Councilmember Anderson noted that he is in favor of the need for a new City Hall.  He 
does not like the location because of the move from the downtown area and any future 
expansions could possibly encroach on the ball field.  Anderson stated he is in favor of 
renovating the old City Hall, but understands the need to do something.   
 
Councilmember Galbraith noted from the beginning he has wanted to move all or 
nothing.  He stated he views the area as still being in the City and being part of Sedro-
Woolley and therefore will vote to place it with the Public Safety Building and he 
encouraged other Councilmembers to vote for it.   
 
Councilmember Splane noted he is not particularly happy with the location but it has to 
start somewhere.   
 
Councilmember Lemley moved to pass Resolution No. 721-05 A Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Sedro-Woolley Supporting the Construction of a New Municipal 
Building at the Public Safety Building Site, Together with a Commitment for Design and 
Funding.  Seconded by Councilmember Storrs.  Motion carried 5-1 (Councilmember 
Anderson opposed).   
 
Award of Bid – Moore Street Sewer Improvement Project – Soto & Sons Construction  
 
Engineer Blair reviewed the West Moore Street Sewer Upgrade and requested Council 
award the bid to the low bidder of Soto & Sons in the amount of $412,154.26 including 
tax.   
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to award the bid and authorize the Mayor to execute a 
contract agreement with Soto & Sons Construction for the Moore Street Sewer 
Improvements project in the amount of $412,154.26, including tax and authorize the City 
Engineer to approve contract changes in an amount not to exceed 10% of the total bid 
amount without further City Council approval.  Seconded by Councilmember Splane.  
Motion carried.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  
 
Mayor Dillon – thanked everyone for their participation in this years Loggerodeo.  She 
also reported on the Hammer Heritage Square dedication and noted it was a star event.  
She thanked all the clubs, contractors and City staff for their participation.   



 
Councilmember Lemley – gave kudos to Connie Robertson and Joanne Lazaron for a 
great Loggerodeo event.   
 
Councilmember Anderson – stated he was approached by a citizen about placing a stop 
sign at Batey and W. Nelson and requested it be researched.   
 
Police Chief Wood – reinforced Tucker’s statements regarding the traffic problems in the 
City.  Wood noted that as long as the City continues to grow, traffic will only become 
more of a problem.  He also reported that the department is down 2 officers and they do 
look at traffic enforcement very strongly.  Wood commented on the public meeting held 
which reinforced the traffic concerns of the public.  He explained the process of the 
consultants study which included a public meeting, self assessment of the department and  
analyzing input received and setting goals.  Wood stated the number one problem brought 
forward through both the public and the department input was a shortage of manpower.  
He reminded Council that it is now budget time and hopes to address the shortage during 
the budget process.  
 
Fire Chief Klinger – thanked Councilmember Splane for his work on the Seagrave 
Engine.  His contribution of labor enabled the Seagrave to be placed in the 4th of July 
parade for the first time in many years.  He also noted that there will be an influx of 150 
or more kids for a football camp to be held next week at the High School.   
 
Councilmember Colgan – questioned the number of fireworks related incidents.   
 
Fire Chief Klinger noted the Fire Department responded to one structure fire and a total 
of three incidents related to fireworks.   
 
Police Chief Wood stated his department received numerous fireworks complaints.  They 
received 19 complaints within a few hour period.   
 
Mayor Dillon – announced that the Comp Plan was sent out for review on Monday with 
the help of the Finance Staff and the Police Department Transcriptionist.   
 
Attorney Hayden – reported on the rezone mailing that was sent to land owners within 
300 feet of any rezone request.  He also reviewed the hearing schedule for the Comp Plan 
with formal adoption scheduled for November.   
 
Mayor Dillon – noted that budget time is fast approaching.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
The meeting adjourned to Executive Session at 8:05 P.M. for the purpose of discussion of 
litigation with no decision anticipated.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:14 P.M.   



 
Councilmember Lemley moved to adjourned.  Seconded by Councilmember Galbraith.  
Motion carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:14 P.M.   
 
ATTEST:        APPROVED:   
 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________________ 
 
 
 


