
--------------------------------------- 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY 
-------------------------------------- 

Regular Meeting of the City Council  
June 8, 2005 – 7:00 P.M. – Community Center  

 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mayor Dillon, Councilmembers:  Meamber, Splane, Storrs, 
Colgan, Galbraith and Anderson.  Staff:  City Attorney Hayden, Clerk/Treasurer Nelson, 
Planner Lahr, Engineer Blair, Lt. Tucker (Late) and Fire Chief Klinger.   
 
Consent Calendar 

• Minutes from Previous Meeting  
• Finance  

o Claim Vouchers #54596 to #54696 for $124,844.11  
o Payroll Warrants #35741 to #35837 for $178,602.86  

• Setting Public Hearing – 2005 Budget Amendment  
• Contract – 2005 Asphalt Paving – Rinker Materials  
• Sewer Division Utility Worker – Collection  
• Street Closure Request – Just for Fun Poker Run – August 14, 2005  
• Street Closure Requests – Waiver of Fees – Loggerodeo Celebration – July 2-

4, 2005  
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to adopt the Consent Calendar Items A through G.  
Councilmember Splane seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Oath of Office  
 
Mayor Dillon administered the Oath of Office to Rick Judd newly appointed Planning 
Commission member.   
 
Public Comment  
 
Louis Requa – 806 Metcalf St., Skagit Surveyors and Engineers requested to be able to 
speak on the agenda item Amendment of Sewer Moratorium to Allow for Short Plats at 
the appropriate time.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
Resolution – Howard Koozer Annexation  
 
Planner Lahr reviewed background information on the request by Howard Koozer for 
annexation into the City.  Lahr noted the property was recently added to the Sedro-



Woolley Urban Growth Area as Urban Reserve Commercial/Industrial property by Skagit 
County.  The equivalent City land use designation is Mixed Commercial (MC).  The 
property is approximately 12.44 acres located west of the existing Hodgin Street.  Lahr 
addressed the updated Transportation Plan from 2003 showing the arterial street network 
in the City which is shown through the Koozer property.  As a condition of annexation, 
the City should require Koozer to dedicate a 60-foot right-of-way for roadway and utility 
purposes across his property.   
 
Attorney Hayden noted staff has met with the School District who has adjoining property 
and they have no objections to dedicating the south 20 feet of Janicki Fields.  They do not 
want to dedicate more than the 20 feet because of the configuration of the ball fields. 
Meetings have been held with Rob Janicki who has also agreed to dedicate an additional 
10 feet on the West side of Hodgin Street, running north of Highway 20 to make the 
proposed road closer to 60 feet wide.   
 
Mayor Dillon opened the public hearing at 7:12 P.M.  
 
Mayor Dillon closed the public hearing at 7:13 P.M.  
 
Councilmember Anderson questioned the status of the current composting business being 
run at the property once it is annexed.   
 
Planner Lahr noted the way the code is written if it is an existing business and annexed in 
they can continue operation as long as they do not enlarge or alter the business.   
 
Howard Koozer – 1020 Hodgin St., noted at the moment they are not actively processing 
their composting but will gradually be restarting and expect to keep the odors low.  
Koozer noted he is willing to try to figure an alternate plan if the odor becomes a 
problem.  He also noted they originally planned for the use of a bio-filter but due to the 
expense it was not feasible so they will be operating at a lower level than originally 
intended with manual controls.   
 
Discussion ensued as to the composting process, status of the property being for sale, 
continued use and environmental concerns.   
 
Councilmember Anderson moved to approve Resolution No. 719-05 A Resolution of the 
City of Sedro-Woolley, Washington, Resolving to Annex Real Property Contiguous to 
the Western Portion of the City, and Adopting a Proposed Land Use Zoning Regulation 
for the Real Property, and Subjecting the Property to its Pro-Rata Share of City 
Indebtedness.  Seconded by Councilmember Storrs.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS  
 
Amendment of Sewer Moratorium to Allow for Short Plats  
 
Attorney Hayden reviewed the proposed amendment to Ordinance No. 1507-05.  Hayden 
stated his recommendation on the matter remains the same but based on the Council 
motion he brought this forward as an amendment to the interim sewer moratorium.  The 
primary change in the ordinance is Section 4 which would allow short plats on tracts 
where there is an existing residence served by sewer and the applicant agrees to place a 
restriction on the additional lots that no building permit would be issued until the sewer 
moratorium is lifted.  The ordinance also requires the applicant sign a hold harmless 
agreement.   
 
Hayden again noted he still recommends against the amendment and he has referred it to 
the law firm of Preston, Gates and Ellis for an opinion.  If Preston, Gates and Ellis would 
indicate a problem with the amendment, he will advise, otherwise he will sign the 
ordinance if passed.  Hayden stated this does not take care of the Hanson matter but it 
will address the church situation.   
 
Councilmember Anderson moved to approve Ordinance No. 1509-05 An Interim 
Ordinance of the City of Sedro-Woolley Amending Ordinance 1507-05, Extending a 
Moratorium on Subdivisions in Certain Areas Served by the Township Street and Metcalf 
Street Sewer Mains for a Period of Six Months, and Providing for an Additional 
Exception for Lots Created by Short Plats Under Special Circumstances.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Colgan.   
 
Roll Call Vote:  Councilmember Splane – Yes (with reservations), Storrs – No, Colgan – 
Yes, Galbraith – No, Anderson – Yes and Meamber – No.  Motion Denied (3-3 Tie).   
 
Councilmember Anderson questioned Councilors as to their voting.  He stated he was 
confused between the vote at the last meeting and tonight’s vote.   
 
Councilmember Storrs noted it was his belief that the church situation was taken care of 
through the vote at the last meeting, and this was a matter of allowing short plats before 
moving on.   
 
Louis Requa – Skagit Surveyors & Engineers, 806 Metcalf St., addressed the Council and 
passed out a copy of the city code with a portion highlighted that he believes addresses 
the Hanson situation.  Requa noted that they have requested to have a public hearing in 
front of the Planning Commission to try to remove that section of the code to provide an 
opportunity for a variance.  He also discussed the Valley Baptist Church situation.   
 
Dave Rohrer – representing Valley Baptist Church was asked to clarify a previous 
statement regarding the buildings with sewer.  Rohrer stated that the one building is 
connected to a septic system.   
 



Louis Requa – reported on Whatcom County’s building permit moratorium.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
None  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  
 
Councilmember Storrs – commented on the success of the Blast from the Past and the 
good job the City has done getting ready for the event, as well as the flower baskets 
hanging in town.  He also noted a pick-up truck parked near the police station.   
 
Lt. Tucker stated they have had contact with the owner and he will have the Code 
Enforcement officer make another contact.   
 
Councilmember Meamber – reported on the Memorial Day services held at the Cemetery.  
Meamber questioned the “Fish Lady” sign at the entrance of town has not been removed.   
 
Councilmember Splane – questioned the status of the property on 7th and Sterling with all 
the junk cars.   
 
Lt. Tucker stated that there has been some action and he will have to follow up as to the 
compliance of the request.   
 
Councilmember Meamber discussed a vehicle parked across from Lemely’s.   
 
Mayor Dillon – reported on the progress of Hammer Heritage Square.  She announced 
the park will be dedicated either the 2nd or 3rd of July, depending on when the Hammer 
Family can attend.  She encouraged Councilmembers look closely at the small trees in the 
mural and announced the arrival of the Viet Nam Memorial coming on June 30th . She 
requested as many Councilmember’s as possible attend with her.   
 
Fire Chief Klinger – announced the upcoming Firefighter Challenge to be held on June 
25th at the High School.  Klinger encouraged the Council to attend.  He also showed off 
the 2005 Loggerodeo Coffee Mugs now on sale.   
 
Planner Lahr – announced an Open House being held by the Planning Commission on 
June 29th to discuss the GMA draft updates.  Lahr encouraged interested parties to attend.  
She also stated the Planning Commission has plans to have a booth during Loggerodeo to 
take input on the proposed GMA draft.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Nelson – reported on a conversation with artist John Maddox, who is 
doing the Hammer Heritage Mural.  Maddox encourages people to stop by and see his 
work in progress and is hoping to do more murals in town.   Nelson also announced the 
Rate Reductions for Senior’s and the Disabled are still being processed.   
 



Attorney Hayden – discussed the Council’s direction in trying to accommodate the 
Hanson situation.  He noted the procedure was not correct for sub-division and the 
existing code does not allow sub-divisions without sewer.  As part of the Garden of Eden 
Improvements, there is a manhole across the street from their property which will be 
operational sometime in September.  If Council wishes to go ahead with the process they 
would need to start by amending the short plat ordinance to allow sub divisions without 
sewer.  It would go to the Planning Commission as part of the 2005 update and will come 
back to Council in late November.  The Hanson situation is unique being part of a cluster 
development.  Hayden reviewed the appropriate remedy should the Council wish to 
proceed.   
 
Discussion was held regarding timelines for the Hanson situation and the concern of  
setting a precedence. 
 
Councilmember Galbraith moved to propose to the Planning Commission an amendment 
to the development code allowing existing residences in a cluster development to be 
separated by short plat without sewer.  Councilmember Meamber seconded.  Motion 
carried 4-2 (Councilmember Anderson and Splane opposed).   
 
Planner Lahr stated the draft will be introduced to the Planning Commission at the June 
21, 2005 meeting with public hearings to be held in August.   
   
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:56 P.M. to executive session for the purpose of personnel for 
approximately 45 minutes with no decision anticipated. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:21 P.M.  
 
Councilmember Colgan moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilmember Storrs.  Motion 
carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 P.M.  
 
  


