
---------------------------------------- 
CITY OF SEDRO-WOOLLEY  

----------------------------------------- 
Regular Meeting of the City Council  

May 25, 2005 – 7:00 P.M. – Community Center  
 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL:  Present:  Mayor Dillon, Councilmembers:  Meamber, Splane, Storrs, 
Colgan, Galbraith, Lemley and Anderson.  Staff:  City Attorney Hayden, Clerk/Treasurer 
Nelson, Planner Lahr, Engineer Blair and Police Chief Wood.   
 
Consent Calendar  

• Minutes from Previous Meeting  
• Finance  

o Claim Vouchers #54464 to #54595 for $654,711.40 
o Payroll Warrants #35644 to #35740 for $129,589.04 

• Bingham Park/Munro Street Project  
• Request for Out of State Travel – Public Works/Engineering  
• Interlocal Agreement – Communications Network Consortium  
• Contract – Reichardt & Ebe for On-Call Professional Services  
• Engagement for Legal Services – Law Firm of Brett & Daugert  
• Waiver of Fees – Riverfront Park – SW Chamber of Commerce – August 24, 

2005  
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to adopt the consent calendar Items A through H.  
Seconded by Councilmember Splane.  Motion carried.   
 
Public Comment  
 
Bonnie Hall – 801 Fidalgo St., requested the Parks and Building committee consider a 
reduction in rental fees for the various parks in Sedro-Woolley.  She reviewed the fees for 
parks in Sedro-Woolley, Burlington and Mt. Vernon.  She also discussed the possibility 
of a lower rental rate for property owners within city limits.   



 
Susie Williams – 1058 Wedmore Pl., thanked the Councilmembers who attended the 
public meeting on the golf course issues.  Williams specifically thanked Attorney Hayden 
for his innovative suggestions and ideas and stated as a result of the meeting she will be 
working with Mr. Lange in trying to keep the golf course open.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 
Ordinance – Extension of Sewer Moratorium on New Subdivisions Served by Township 
& Metcalf Streets Sewer  
 
Attorney Hayden reviewed the proposed ordinance which would extend the existing 
moratorium on sewer for an additional six months.  The moratorium is on new short plats 
and sub divisions. It is not on building permits for existing lots of legal record.  Hayden 
stated since passing the ordinance the City has borrowed $950,000 from the public works 
trust fund for design of sewer improvements that are needed to alleviate the problems.  It 
is anticipated word will be received on the application for construction funds through the 
public works trust fund sometime in November.  It is also anticipated that the Metcalf 
street portion of the moratorium can be lifted by the end of summer.  There are capacity 
issues of the lines and the total effect of lifting the moratorium will depend on the 
schedule for fixing the downtown lines.   
 
Hayden addressed the request for modification to the moratorium to allow short plats but 
not allowing the new lots to get building permits.  Hayden advised Council that they not 
modify the moratorium keeping the moratorium on sub divisions but continue to allow all 
existing legal lots of record to obtain building permits.  He reviewed advisement received 
from the law firm of Preston, Gates & Ellis on the difference between a moratorium on 
building permits and a moratorium on sub division and short plats.  He noted Council has 
a copy of the advisement.   
 
Hayden stated the letter recommends the moratorium remain on sub division and not 
simply on building permits.  The letter cited RCW 58.17.110 which prohibits the City 
from approving new plats or sub divisions unless appropriate provisions are made for 
sanitary waste.  A moratorium on plats and sub divisions but not building permits is 
preferred and recommended.  The City has risk if they allow people to create new lots of 
record but deny building permits and any ruling has to be written so it applies to all 
people.   
 
Hayden also stated the proposed Ordinance renewal would allow Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church to sub divide their parsonage and sell it separately because it meets the criteria of 
being an existing building hooked up to sewer.  Staff recommendation is that any 
exception created in the new ordinance be in general terms so it will apply to all similarly 
situated properties.  He stated staff requests Council renew the proposed ordinance until 
such time as the Metcalf Street line has been bid by a contractor.   
 



Engineer Blair reviewed the progress that has been made in the last six months since the 
last renewal.   
 
Councilmember Meamber questioned how the Metcalf Street project will be done.   
 
Jim Hobbs – 5292 Park Ridge Pl., representing Reichardt & Ebe Engineering, addressed 
Councilmember Meamber’s question and stated they are currently investigating several 
trench less options which would allow replacement of existing lines without the 
traditional open cut procedure.  He stated this would not disrupt the busiest portion of 
town although some cuts would be necessary for tying in existing services, but the impact 
would be minimal.   
 
Councilmember Anderson questioned the timing of the project.   
 
Engineer Blair indicated there is no definite date and Metcalf Street is part of the project 
list but the moratorium will not have to exist for that project to happen.  It is hoped that 
all projects will be completed by Fall 2008.   
 
Discussion of the different projects and scope of projects ensued which included timing 
of projects, the Sterling line, the Metcalf line, disruption of downtown area and funding.  
 
Mayor Dillon opened the public hearing at 7:20 P.M.  
 
Louie Requa – 806 Metcalf, Skagit Surveyors & Engineers, who along with Brock Stiles 
addressed the Council regarding his request for two motions on divisions of land of four 
lots or less (short plats), and a motion to allow the placement of a line between two 
homes conditioned upon sewer hook up when it becomes available.   
 
Requa reviewed a previous short plat which had been done with a notation on the face of 
the plat exactly like they are requesting to be done in the proposed motion.  He requested 
Council allow some flexibility with the moratorium.   
 
Brock Stiles – 8079 Avery Ln., speaking on behalf of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
presented a brief history of the church and their plan to short plat the parsonage.  Stiles 
expressed support of Requa’s motions and discussed the financial reasons for the division 
of the property to be done at one time.  He also addressed some questions to the letter 
received from Preston, Gates & Ellis.   
 
Darlene Hanson – 507 F & S Grade Rd., reviewed their request for a line to be drawn 
between two existing homes.  She stated when it is determined by the City that sewer 
needs to be taken down F & S Grade they are willing to hook up with an equal hook up 
fee to everyone else.  She requested Council consider that a blanket rule regarding 
development does not fit and will not fit in every single case presented and requested 
Council to be flexible in dealing with their situation.   
 



Dave Rohrer – 444 Rohrer Loop, representing Valley Baptist Church addressed the 
Council to request them to pass the proposed motions in order for them to continue as a 
church.   
 
Mayor Dillon closed the public hearing at 7:36 P.M.  
 
Council deliberation and questions ensued to include a review of the request through the 
motions, enforceability against subsequent purchasers, state law regarding provisions for 
sanitary waste disposal, the letter and recommendation from Preston, Gates & Ellis, code 
requirements effecting Hanson request and the previous exception for Myers plat.  
 
Louie Requa – 806 Metcalf St., addressed statements made in the discussion regarding 
distance for sewer from the Hanson property and the lack of a variance process for sewer 
within the City development code as well as the Myer short plat.     
 
Engineer Blair stated that there is a proposal for placement of a sewer manhole within 45 
feet of the Hanson property which was discussed in a recent meeting with the Hanson’s.   
 
Attorney Hayden addressed the process for any change in the code to place a variance or 
waiver condition regarding sewer.   
 
Councilmember Anderson questioned the Myer short plat and the exception that was 
placed on the face of the plat.  
 
Engineer Blair noted that it was a resolution to an error in issuance of a building permit 
for a lot that was thought to be legal.  The error was discovered during the sale of the 
home by the bank financing the loan.   
 
Attorney Hayden stated part of the error was created by the City and in resolution the 
City accommodated him with the full sub division.  The difference between then and now 
is we are trying to accommodate people by getting sewer to their house and by making 
exceptions in the ordinance where we can without creating new loop holes.  Hayden also 
stated that the City has met with the Hanson’s and Trico and are doing what we can to 
make the problem go away without creating loopholes in the moratorium.   
 
Mayor Dillon expressed her feelings that it is important to move forward with the 
moratorium extension and to then try to figure out a way to work with the individual 
situations.  She stated she empathizes with Council for the decision they have to make 
and encouraged them to pass the moratorium and then move forward with working on the 
requests in a manner that will be fair and legal to everyone.   
 
Councilmember Storrs moved to approve Ordinance No. 1507-05 An Interim Ordinance 
of the City of Sedro-Woolley Extending a Moratorium On Subdivisions In certain Areas 
Served By The Township Street and Metcalf Street Sewer Mains For a Period of Six 
Months and Requiring New Applications to be Accompanied by Confirmation From the 



Public Works Director That Line Capacity Is Available.  Seconded by Councilmember 
Colgan.   
 
Discussion ensued on clarification of options for a resolve of the individual situations.  
Mayor Dillon stated there is a risk to the City to be able to allow the four applicants to 
short plat their property without hooking up to sewer with the notation on the plat of no 
building permits be issued.   
 
Roll Call Vote:  Councilmember Meamber – Yes (knowing how bad the moratorium is 
needed and the sewer lines are bad), Splane – Yes, Storrs – Yes, Colgan – Yes, Galbraith 
– Yes (with reservations), Lemley – Yes (with reservations) and Anderson – Yes.  
Motion carried.   
 
Councilmember Storrs introduced the motions present by Louie Requa.   
 
Councilmember Storrs moved that for short plats only, (four lots or less), where the 
applicant is wanting to sell an existing residence that is currently hooked up to the Sedro-
Woolley sanitary sewer system, and is also wanting to created new lots under the same 
application, be allowed to submit a short plat application, have it reviewed, and if it meets 
with all the requirements of the City’s code, be approved with the following conditions: 
 

1. The applicant agrees to and signs an affidavit at the time of short plat 
application that any vacant new lots with building potential will not be eligible 
for any permits until such date that the moratorium on sanitary sewer hook 
ups has been lifted.   

 
2. That a note be placed on the face of the short plat that iterates condition 

number one.   
 
Seconded by Councilmember Galbraith.   
 
Councilmember Colgan moved to table the motion made by Councilmember Storrs.  
Seconded by Councilmember Storrs.  Motion denied 2-5 (Councilmembers Meamber, 
Splane, Galbraith, Lemley and Anderson opposed).   
 
Mayor Dillon restated the original motion.  Motion carried 5-2 (Councilmembers Colgan 
and Storrs opposed).   
 
Attorney Hayden made a point of clarification that his understanding of the motion 
passed is an amendment to original ordinance that was just passed.  This language needs 
to be incorporated into the moratorium.  
 
Councilmember Lemley moved that the City of Sedro-Woolley will allow Brian and 
Darlene Hanson of 507 F & S Grade Road, Skagit County Addition’s Parcel No. 
P111105, be allowed to short plat said property into two parcels with each parcel 
containing one of the two pre-existing homes according to the following conditions:   



 
1. The applicant agrees to and signs an affidavit at the time of short plat 

application that at the time the City of Sedro-Woolley sanitary sewer becomes 
available fronting their property that they shall hook up.  

 
2. That a note be placed on the face of the short plat that iterates condition 

number one above.   
 
Seconded by Councilmember Meamber.  Motion carried 6-1 (Councilmember Storrs 
opposed).   
 
A discussion was held as to how to correct the vote to reflect the Council’s desire and 
maintain legal fairness to all.  The Mayor and staff will discuss and bring a solution back 
to the next meeting.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Ordinance – Designating Ward Boundary Modifications for Future Annexations  
 
Mayor Dillon introduced the proposed ward boundaries for future annexations.   
 
Councilmember Lemley moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1508-05 An Ordinance 
Amending Sedro-Woolley Municipal Code Chapter 1.12 Describing the Ward 
Boundaries for Additional Annexations Into the Corporate Limits of the City.  
Councilmember Splane seconded.   
 
Roll Call Vote:  Councilmember Anderson – Yes, Lemley – Yes, Galbraith – Yes, 
Colgan – Yes, Storrs – Yes, Splane – Yes and Meamber – Yes.  Motion carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
None  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Nelson – reported the City has received 60 applications for the low 
income senior/disabled rate reduction for sewer and garbage.  She noted this number is 
lower than anticipated and that applications will continue to be processed as they come 
in.   
 
Mayor Dillon – announced the upcoming Memorial Day ceremonies scheduled for 
Monday May 30th at 11:00 a.m. at the Sedro-Woolley Union Cemetery.   
 
 
 
 



EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
The meeting adjourned to executive session at 8:22 P.M. for approximately 30 minutes 
for the purpose of discussion of personnel with no decision expected.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:54 P.M.  
 
Councilmember Lemley moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilmember Storrs.  Motion 
carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:54 P.M.   
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED:   
 
 
 
__________________________________  ______________________________ 


